The Kingdom of heaven suffers violence
THURSDAY DECEMBER 10 (Mt 11,11-15)

The violence that the kingdom of heaven undergoes is that of the powers of the underworld who want to extirpate from the earth every man who believes in his true Lord, Creator, Redeemer, God. Against this violence one must fight to the point of giving one’s blood. This teaching comes to us from the letter to the Hebrews: “What more shall I say? I have not time to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, who by faith conquered kingdoms, did what was righteous, obtained the promises; they closed the mouths of lions, put out raging fires, escaped the devouring sword; out of weakness they were made powerful, became strong in battle, and turned back foreign invaders. Women received back their dead through resurrection. Some were tortured and would not accept deliverance, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others endured mockery, scourging, even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, sawed in two, put to death at sword’s point; they went about in skins of sheep or goats, needy, afflicted, tormented. The world was not worthy of them. They wandered about in deserts and on mountains, in caves and in crevices in the earth (Hb 11,32-38). It is the violence that feeds on the blood of the martyrs. But it never subsides. Martyrdom is required of every believer. 

How is this violence suffered? Contemplating Christ Crucified and his humiliation or annihilation on the Golgotha: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race that lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith. For the sake of the joy that lay before him he endured the cross, despising its shame, and has taken his seat at the right of the throne of God. Consider how he endured such opposition from sinners, in order that you may not grow weary and lose heart. In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood. (Hb 12,1-4). Christ Jesus annihilated himself by becoming obedient until death on the cross. Satan did not overcome him. He crucified him, but not defeated him. Jesus never fell into the devil’s temptation.
Jesus said to the crowds: “Amen, I say to you, among those born of women there has been none greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the Kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now, the Kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent are taking it by force. All the prophets and the law prophesied up to the time of John. And if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah, the one who is to come. Whoever has ears ought to hear.”

The Apostle Paul, in the Second Letter to the Corinthians, shows what was the violence that struck him. None of them defeated him. He persevered in obedience to Christ Jesus up to the gift of blood: “To my shame I say that we were too weak! But what anyone dares to boast of (I am speaking in foolishness) I also dare. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? So am I. Are they ministers of Christ? (I am talking like an insane person.)l I am still more, with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, far worse beatings, and numerous brushes with death. Five times at the hands of the Jews I received forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I passed a night and a day on the deep; on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my own race, dangers from Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers at sea, dangers among false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many sleepless nights, through hunger and thirst, through frequent fastings, through cold and exposure.o And apart from these things, there is the daily pressure upon me of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is led to sin, and I am not indignant? (2Cor 11,21-29). The kingdom of God is built on the blood of the martyrs. Martyrdom is twofold: bloody and bloodless. But one’s life must always be handed over to Christ Jesus if the kingdom of God is to grow and bear fruit on our earth. Without martyrs there is no kingdom of God.
Mother of Redemption, Angels and Saints, make that we persevere until the gift of our life.
